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aggrieved by an officer's conduct were to be regarded as within
his rights to violate the person and property of that officer, no
officer would be safe. A country, where such a state of affairs
prevails, is not considered to be civilized, and the people there
live in constant fear. Consider the hideous barbarity of burning
alive the Aval Karkun of Viramgam. What offence had he com-
mitted? Or, if he had committed any, why had we not the courage
to obtain his dismissal? Sergeant Fraser, an innocent Englishman
who had sought refuge .in an Indian house, was marched out of the
house and hacked to pieces. What can India gain out of such a
piece of brutality? One direct result we have already had, and
that is, the bitterness of feeling between the English and ourselves
has been augmented, and several innocent lives have been lost.
The only result to obtain rights through association and co-operation
with such hooligans can be that if such attempts succeed, the rights
so obtained could be enjoyed only on conditions imposed by the
hooligans. Rights so obtained are not rights at all, they are rather
the signs of our enslavement. The events of Ahmedabad and
Viramgam are no indication of our heroism; they do not in any
way prove our manliness; they have simply disgraced us; our move-
ment has received a set-back; satyagraha has had to be restricted.
In giving you this bare picture, my purpose is to show how thou-
sands of people, who disliked such violence, put up with it as
helpless and powerless creatures. It indicates that at this moment,
we do not possess the true force of dharma and truth. It is
therefore that I have said that there is no salvation for India
except through satyagraha. I shall endeavour as best as I can
to explain what this satyagraha is in later leaflets, which I entreat
my sisters and brothers to carefully read and understand and pon-
der upon and carry out the suggestions made therein.
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